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rights and liberties; and as these depend on spreading the opportuni-
ties and advantages of education in the various parts of the country,
and among all the different orders of the people, it shall be the duty of
the legislatures and magistrates, in all future periods of this Common-
wealth to cherish the interests of literature and sciences, and all
seminaries of them, especially the university at Cambridge, public
schools, and grammar schools in the towns.
Between the extremes of New Jersey and Massachusetts,
an intermediate position was taken in the constitutions of
Delaware and Georgia, which decreed that the legislature
should "provide schools as soon as conveniently may be" ;
of North Carolina, which prescribed "the convenient in-
struction of youth ... at low prices" ; and of Pennsyl-
vania, which provided for "the establishment of schools
throughout the State, in such manner that the poor
maybe taught gratis." Thus, while Massachusetts alone
pointed the way to a definite system of common schools,
the original states for the most part indicated some desire
to provide ultimately for the education of all.
Statutory attempts at public education in Virginia. —
Nor was this limited constitutional provision the only
evidence of educational development during the transition.
Through statutes actual steps toward the formation of a
public system were taken in all the early states. Even
in aristocratic Virginia suggestions of common schools
maintained at public expense began to appear. By the
close of the colonial period we have seen that the Old
Dominion had made a fair provision for secondary and
higher education in various localities, but as yet no real
interest in common schools had been shown by the re-
sponsible classes. The nearest approach to such insti-
tutions was to be found in the "old field" schools, which
were built upon lands that had been continuously in

